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This study examines the emerging challenges in establishing the
wife’s service and the husband’s benefit within short term and low
interaction marriages—contexts in which the traditional pattern of
shared domestic life does not materialize, making the identification of
the wife’s services significantly more difficult. The research adopts a
descriptive—analytical method based on the study of jurisprudential
sources, relevant statutory provisions, and the practical approach of
the courts. Through conceptual analysis and legal reasoning, the study
seeks to propose criteria that are compatible with current social
realities. The findings indicate that although the legal conditions for
the wife’s entitlement to ajr al mithl appear clear, their realization in
marriages characterized by short shared life or minimal interaction
requires different evidentiary tools. The lack of direct evidence in
such relationships elevates the role of customary practice,
presumptions, and behavioral indicators in proving service and
benefit. The study also clarifies that the short duration of cohabitation
is not, in itself, a barrier to entitlement; rather, evidentiary standards
must be adapted to allow recognition of limited yet genuine services.
The overall conclusion highlights the necessity of adopting a
protective interpretative approach toward the wife’s rights in these
marriages, enabling courts to rely on consistent circumstantial
evidence and indirect indicators to provide a more realistic assessment
of service and benefit.
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