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The subject of temporary marriage particularly long-term arrangements is
a controversial and highly debated topic. Regarding long-term temporary
marriage, Imam Khomeini holds the view that any marriage contract
specifying a duration regardless of how long that period may be remains
a temporary marriage. Conversely, Ayatollah Khoei maintains that for a
temporary marriage nikahe mongate, the specified duration must be
definite and concrete, not exceeding the normal life expectancy of the
spouses; otherwise, according to the prevailing azhar opinion, it is
deemed a permanent marriage. This study employs a library based
research design using a descriptive analytical method. The central
research question asks: What are the jurisprudential foundations of long
term temporary marriage according to Imam Khomeini and the late
Ayatollah Khoei? What are the specific rulings issued by jurists, and
what accounts for the divergence in their opinions? Based on Imam
Khomeini’s view which posits that the nature of a contract is determined
by the parties' intent a temporary marriage remains temporary regardless
of its duration. This conclusion is supported by the principle of contract
validity, the absence of legal or jurisprudential requirements setting
minimum or maximum time limits, the views of contemporary jurists,
and judicial precedents. However, regarding Ayatollah Khoei’s view
which suggests such a contract might effectively become permanent
potential harm to the wife can be mitigated through stipulations within
the contract, such as provisions for maintenance nafaqah and granting the
wife an irrevocable power of attorney to waive the remaining duration.
This applies even though the contracting parties are sane, adult, and
entered the agreement voluntarily. Ultimately, the divergence in rulings
stems from differences in their jurisprudential foundations; the
conclusions drawn here focus solely on the wad’i (declaratory/status-
related) ruling specifically the legal consequences or lack thereof
attached to the marriage whether temporary or permanent rather than the
taklifi prescriptive ruling regarding its obligation or lack thereof.
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